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MARK YOUR CALENDARS NOW  

for Monday, Sept 13th 

 

Bishop Lowry will be meeting with the  

Waxahachie District Clergy at 4:00pm 

And 

Waxahachie District Laity at 7:00pm. 

 

Waxahachie FUMC 

505 W Marvin St 

972-937-4400 
 

All lay members are welcome to attend this meeting time with the Bishop. Please share this invitation in 

church newsletters, bulletins, etc. 

 

IT’S VACATION TIME... 
 

 

 

 
Don will be on vacation from July 24th-Aug 7th.  Rankin Koch will be available 

should you have an emergency while Don is gone. Contact Rankin’s office at  
temple@ctcumc.org or 254-773-2481 

 

 

Clara will be on vacation Thursday July 29th-Thursday Aug 5th.  

The District Office will be closed during this time!  

Concert  

The Foundation Student Ministries of FUMC Waxahachie invites you to a very 
extraordinary concert experience. The Saving Motion band from Claremore, 
Oklahoma will be having a concert on July 30th at 7PM in the Family Life Center. 
This incredible group is an amazing and spirit filled band that will also be per-
forming at the closing worship service for the Jr High CTCYM Mission Trip. Ad-
mission is free - love offerings will be accepted.  CD's and T-shirts will be avail-
able for purchase. Everybody is invited to join us! For more information, please 
contact Amanda Sargent at amanda@fumcwax.com or 972.937.4400.  

 
 

mailto:amanda@fumcwax.com


 

 

LANGUAGE IS VITAL 

 
Recently I read, “The language of managers is information. The language of coaches is ques-

tions. The language of leaders is stories’. None of these three roles is better or worse than 

another, but if we are attempting to be a leader using the language of information, we will 

be perceived and responded to as a manager! Language does matter. 
One of the most powerful books I have read recently is “Finding Our Story” Edition Larry 

A. Coleman, Alban. It is all about narrative leadership, leading with a story. We are recap-

turing an ancient way. Scripture is a narrative. Learning is most powerful in a story. Harry 

Potter, Twilight Sagas, Lonesome Dove, Star Wars, need I go on. Stories are powerful. 

They shape us and reshape us.  
While the American story may have been myth over fact in some cases, it has and contin-

ues to shape us. Church stories, faith stories shape us. Have you listened to the church 

story? Have you sought out the living text, the person or persons who are the church 

story tellers? Have you looked for the written history of the church? We can’t shape a 

new story or reinterpret the old story, transform it until we do. 
At Westcliff UMC, we faced a tough decision, stay, relocate, merge or die. As you can 

imagine there were many opinions firmly held. One of the patriarchs reminded the long 

range planning group of Westcliff’S story. It was a story of pioneers, not settlers, who left 

comfort and home to go to the edge and begin a new faith community. We heard the 

story of refusing the naysayers, confronting the obstacles and seeing God work a miracle. 

The mood changed, the vision grew and once again they became pioneers leaving comfort 

and home. Time has proven them right and God miraculous, all because of the story. Find 

the Story! Retell the story for the present! Reshape the story to cast the vision! 

 

You know you  

work for the 

Methodist 

Church if… 

 

You pore over the 

Conference Journal 

with the same  

intensity you  

would read a 

John Grisham 

novel. 

 

Children & Youth Worker Training — July 30-31 & Oct. 1-2 
Two locations, two times are available for those interested in Children & Youth Worker 

Training, especially geared to smaller church and volunteer leaders. The basics and more 

will be covered: 

• July 30-31 at First UMC Waxahachie 

• Oct. 1-2 at First UMC Weatherford 
Christian Ed Basics is a weekend training experience for leaders, paid or volunteer, in chil-

dren and youth ministries. Like the name implies, participants will get an introduction to 

information and tools to succeed in this ministry area. For more details, check the confer-

ence website at http://ct.brickriver.com/files/oFiles_Library_XZXLCZ/

Children_4EPBX25Z.YouthWorker.Training. 

 

Glen Lake Adventure Race — Oct. 9 
Join the first annual Glen Lake Adventure Race on Saturday, Oct. 9, at Glen Lake Camp & 

Retreat Center in Glen Rose. Teams of 2 will run/bike/paddle/climb their way around Glen 

Lake and may encounter a few fun surprises along the way! Team categories will be: Men, 

Women, Co-Ed, and Youth (5th-12th grade). Prizes will be awarded for the top three 

teams in each category. This is a course that anyone can do. Never done an adventure race 

before? But up for the challenge? Not a problem. This race will be a fun day of getting to 

enjoy the outdoors and a little friendly competition along the way. All proceeds from the 

race go to support the ministry of Glen Lake Camp. Please visit http://www.glenlake.org/

recreation for further details and to register! 

http://ct.brickriver.com/files/oFiles_Library_XZXLCZ/Children_4EPBX25Z.YouthWorker.Training
http://ct.brickriver.com/files/oFiles_Library_XZXLCZ/Children_4EPBX25Z.YouthWorker.Training
http://www.glenlake.org/recreation
http://www.glenlake.org/recreation


 

 

Central Texas Conference Chrysalis Journey #16 

August 19-21 
First United Methodist Church, Early, Texas 

Hi! My name is John Beckling III and I am excited to be the Lay Director for Chrysalis Jour-
ney #16. It has been a while since we've had a Chrysalis in the Central Texas Conference 
and we are working hard to get young people excited about it again! The great news is: we 
are going to have a Chrysalis this summer!! Now we need your help to get the word out! 

 

We have an amazing team in place but we need young adults that have never been on an 
Emmaus Walk or Chrysalis Flight/Journey! Please talk to your family and friends as well as 

your church and community. There are a lot of college students that are home for the sum-
mer. Wouldn't it be awesome to have them return to school on fire for God!?! Know of some 
people that aren't in college...that's okay too! We are looking for guys ages 18-28. Send in 
this application sooner than later!! Please pray about it and for our caterpillars! 

 

Thank you all so much for your prayers and your support. We are trying not to anticipate 
but participate in God's plan. We know that this will be a wonderful Chrysalis Journey and 
our hope is that all of our lives will be transformed - that God moves in us and we experi-
ence Him in a new way so that we are no longer the same. If you have any questions, 
please give me a shout! John Beckling utachristianguy@yahoo.com  

 

In Christ, 
John M Beckling III 

CTC Accepting Online Payments  

Churches are able to make secure, electronic pay-

ments for apportionments, insurance, pension, and 

cafeteria plan. From the conference webpage 

(www.ctcumc.org) click on ―Administration,‖ then 

―Apportionments,‖ then ―Online Payments.‖  Paying 

online is an easy 1-2-3-step process. Contact David 

Stinson, 817-877-5222, 800-460-8622, or 

david@ctcumc.org if you have questions or need more 

information. 

Waxahachie FUMC will be hosting a handbell festival on  

Saturday, October 2, 2010. 

Handbell choirs from all over are invited to participate, but 

space is limited. Click here for all the information that choirs 

and directors need to know about this special event. 

Sept 25 & 26 Basic and Advanced Lay Speaking classes 

will be offered at Line Street in Hillsboro. For more informa-

tion, please contact Sherry Bugg at 254-694-5677. 

ChrysalisApplication.doc
http://www.ctcumc.org/
file:///C:/Users/clara/Documents/2010/david@ctcumc.org
Handbell%20Festival%20Update.pdf


 

 

Self-Care for Clergy Program Coming Sept & Nov 

Clergy are often exhausted by the demands of being in ministry. They fail to say ―no‖ once in 
a while to the many demands of the congregation and community. They fail to take time to 
recharge their ―batteries‖. Continual giving takes its toll over time.  The Self-Care for Clergy 
Workshop is designed to provide a break from day-to-day responsibilities and allow for reflec-
tions, reviving and renewing the spirit and potential that effective ministry requires. There are 
two programs from which to choose: 

 
Servant Leadership: Personal and Professional Self-Care 

 

 
Sept 20-21—Still Water Lodge, Glen Rose Nov 9-9-Summers Mill Retreat Center, Belton 

Register by Sept 1 * 254-897-2247  Register by Oct 15 * 254-939-6194 

Www.glenlake.org/Stillwater  www.summersmill.com 

Teaching: Rev Beverly Gilliam(Morningside) Teaching: Rev Bobby Cullen(Lighthouse) 
& Mona Dunkin(Bosqueville UMC)  & Jackie Elliott(First Burleson UMC) 

 

Schedule for each Monday 5:30—9 p.m., Tuesday 8:30 am—noon. The cost of the course is 
$85/person. Participants in the Virgin Health Miles program will be given a 1,000 mile award 
for participating in Self-Care for Clergy. Sign up for one of the sessions by the indicated dead-
line. Register at www.ctcumc.org under ―Ministries‖ and choose Health and Welfare or click 
here for schedule and more details. Your spouse is also invited to take the Self-Care course. 
The total fee for you as a couple would be $125.00 

DISTRICT SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE! 
 

Register for September Ministry Retreat by Aug. 5 
The 48-hour Discernment & Formation Retreat, sponsored jointly by the General Boards of 
Higher Education & Ministry and Global Ministries, is for anyone who is seriously discerning a 
call to UM set-apart ministry, those in candidacy prior to commissioning for ordained ministry 
(deacon, elder, chaplain or pastoral counselor) or the lay office of deaconess or home missioner. 
The event begins at 5 p.m. Sept. 9, ending at 4 p.m. Sept. 11. To register or invite someone else 
to register, click on 
https://guest.cvent.com/EVENTS/Register/IdentityConfirmation.aspx?e=af1bcd71-d18a-4a1c- 
8247-53f38c622e60. The site includes the schedule, housing and travel information, workshop 
descriptions, sign-up and plenary speakers. It also contains directions to send the invitation to 
others whom you think might be interested. 
 

DISTRICT SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE! 

 

School of Congregational Development 
Thursday, July 29 ï Monday, August 2  

Renaissance Nashville Hotel and Nashville Convention Center 

 
The General Board of Discipleship, Path1 New Church Starts, and Global Ministries 

presents the School of Congregational Development.  Plenary and Worship leaders 

include Bishop Dick Wills, Rev. Sharma Lewis, Rev. Sam Park, Dr. Tony Campolo, 
Dr. David Owens, Rev. Rudy Rasmus, and Rev. Dottie Escobedo-Frank.   

Register at:  www.scdumc.org  

Self-Care%20courses%20for%20website.pdf
http://www.scdumc.org


 

 

 
July 22-24, 2010 Contrast and Companionship: The Way of the Church with the World. 
A missional church convocation for pastors, judicatory and lay leaders. The featured 
speaker is Dr. George Hunsberger. For more details click here. 
 

 
Oct 25-27, 2010 at Stillwater Retreat Center in Glen Rose. The Sower’s Bag...A Sermon 
Writing Retreat based on the Readings for the Advent Season, Christmas Eve/Day. Fill 
your sermon writing bag with useful seeds as you prepare yourself and your sermons for 
the Advent Season. Contact the District office for scholarship information. Click 
here for more information and registration forms. 

First United Methodist Church of Waxahachie, Texas is seeking an organist. Our organ 
was built by Wicks Organ Company (opus 6428), installed in May 2005.  It includes three 
manuals, a pedal board, and is built to AGO specifications. Primary responsibilities include 
serving as organist on a regular basis for our 8:30a.m. and 11:00a.m. traditional worship ser-
vices and accompanying the choir on anthems that call for organ accompaniment.  This posi-
tion is separate from our piano accompanist. This position is available October 3, 2010. For 
more information and a detailed job description please e-mail Ed Gibson, Director of Music 
Ministries at edchoir@aol.com or contact the church office at 972-937-4400. Résumés with a 
cover letter may be sent to:First United Methodist Church of Waxahachie c/o Ed Gibson – Di-
rector of Music 505 West Marvin Avenue Waxahachie, TX 75165. 
 

Director of Youth Ministries 

First UM Church, Red Oak, TX is seeking an enthusiastic youth director.  The position is half 
time and will require working with jr. and sr. high youth.  Requirements:  experience in youth 
ministry preferred, excellent communication and relationship building skills and excellent ref-
erences.  Needs to have a good understanding of Methodist Doctrine and be a mature spiritual 
leader with a heart for youth and their families.  Be able to plan/coordinate activities for 7 – 
12 graders, including weekly bible study, Sunday school, youth meetings, fundraisers, and 
annual mission trip.  Additional ministry opportunities available depending on gifts and graces.   
Contact church office at 972-617-9100 for an application.  Start date is mid May, 2010. 

 
Pianist 

Frost United Methodist Church is seeking a pianist for their Sunday morning worship ser-
vice.   Please contact Rev. Leah Hidde-Gregory for more information at  

pastor_leah@yahoo.com or 972-322-1383. 
  

Pianist 

Lakeside UMC, a beautiful church on the north side of the Richland-Chambers Reservoir in the 

quiet little town of Saint Elmo seeks a piano player for Sunday morning worship and choir re-

hearsal.  Hours are about 8:00 until noon.  The pianist will work with the choir director to pre-

sent congregational and choir music to the congregation.  The pianist must be able to sight-

read new material and follow the instructions of the director.  If interested, please call Rev. 

Sandra Hippman at 903-599-3080 or Bill Brunson at 903-599-4035. 

UPCOMING MOUNT SEQUOYAH EVENTS 
Sept 7-14:    UM Course of Study  

To educate and spiritually form persons entering United Methodist Ministry. 
 

Oct. 18-22:    Leaves of Gold  
This retreat features worship, fellowship, workshops, tours, laughter, learning and fun during 
the turning of the leaves to gold at Mount Sequoyah!  Bishop Richard Wilke will be the fea-
tured worship leader. Register online by Oct. 10 at www.mountsequoyah.org.  
  
Oct. 25-28:   Autumn Time  
Autumn Time is a wonderful experience featuring worship, praise, fellowship, laughter and fun! 
Workshops include centering prayer, spiritual journaling, exercise, nutrition workshop, military 
workshop, tour of the AR Air Museum. Register online by Oct. 15 at www.mountsequoyah.org 

 
Nov 3-5:      Advent Sermon Writing Retreat 
A guided yet lightly structured and programmed week for persons to prepare sermons for  
Advent. 

Contrast%20and%20Companionship%20Convocation.pdf
The%20Sower's%20Bag%20Sermon%20Writing%20Retreat.pdf
mailto:edchoir@aol.com
mailto:pastor_leah@yahoo.com
http://www.mountsequoyah.org/
http://www.mountsequoyah.org/


WAXAHACHIE DISTRICT: 

Wess Tribble, Nancy Tribble Summer’s brother (Blooming Grove) - open heart surgery 

Dan Hippman, Rev Sandra Hippman’s husband (Lakeside) 

Rev. Jan Baldwin (Ferris Heights) 
Jackie Gause, Jim Gause’s wife (Mansfield) 

 

BROWNWOOD DISTRICT: 
Ken Lunsford (Dublin FUMC/Laurel St., Dublin) – is recuperating at home and doing better. 

DJ Cowdrey, sister of Vicki Eldredge (CTC Church Growth & Development) 

J.W. & Sibyl Hodges (retired & living in Dublin)   

Jeanie Holston, wife of Steve Holston (Oakdale/Hannibal) – recuperating at home after surgery on 
June 21.  Recovery time is 3-6 weeks. 
David Kerzee, father of Mike Kerzee (Coleman FUMC/Novice) is doing well and should be released 
next week.  

John Morrow is undergoing chemo treatments for his cancer.  John is the brother of Clint Morrow, 
husband of Carol Woods (DS) 

Jim & Terri Olney (Incapacity Leave)    
Sharon Reed, wife of Bill Reed (St. Paul, Breckenridge/Eolian)  

Sharon Robertson (Hico FUMC/Pleasant Hill) recuperating at home after foot surgery on June 
23.  Recovery time is 2 weeks.  

Nancy Suggs, wife Norman Suggs (TSU Wesley Foundation) 

Klel Quesenberry (retired & living in DeLeon) – doing well after recent surgery 
Laraine Waughtal’s father (Bluff Dale/Morgan Mill) 

Aldersgate Enrichment Center  

 

Joy:  
Emily Phillips & Seth Rainey are expecting the arrival of their son Jackson in the next couple of 
days.  Congratulations to Emily & Seth and proud grandparents Don & Patrice Scroggs 
(Brownwood FUMC). 

 

FORT WORTH DISTRICT: 
Deepest sympathies are extended to Mel Bishara and family in the loss of his brother, Milad Bis-
hara who passed away Friday, July 9. Burial will be in Israel on Thursday, July 15. 
Evelyn Cable– Peggy Graff’s 91 year old mother, deteriorating health. 
Mable Arfman, suffered a heart attack. 
Our deepest sympathies are extended to Frank Briggs and his family on the passing of his mother, 

Joan Briggs, on June 15. 
Please keep Karen Samford and her husband Sam in your prayers.  Karen is undergoing dialysis 3 
times a week and Sam has a rare form of cancer and is undergoing chemotherapy. 
George Gregory, father of Janice Gregory, medical procedures and had a fall. 

D J Cowdrey—Vicki Eldredge’s sister 

Jeannie Trevino-Teddlie—breast cancer surgery 
Leonard Radde 

 

MID-CITIES DISTRICT: 

Jeannie Trevino-Teddlie (Perkins School of Theology) – Chemotherapy treatment for breast cancer 
Beverly Tye (Asbury)  

Sympathy to Rob and Holly Dittrich (Chaplain) in the sudden death of Rob’s mother. 

 
TEMPLE DISTRICT: 

Hamilton Vaughn, son of Rev. Kissa and Doug Vaughn, home now and recovering nicely from his 
surgery. 

Mitch Eckert, and his family.   

 
WACO DISTRICT: 

John Dirk & family—loss of mother-in-law 

Luis Hernandez 
Jerry Williams 
 
CG & D: 

Victor & Karen Pena—loss of her father and Victor has had some shoulder pain. 
All New Church Starts 

All pastors going to new congregations 

Summer mission trips—safe travels and may lives be changed! 

 
CTC Offices: 

Eva Arrendondo 

Luis Hernandez 
Those in the path of Hurricane Alex 

If you would like us 

to include your 

prayer requests or 

to share your joys in 

our weekly 

newsletter, please 

contact the District 

Office. 

 

ADDRESS: 
WAXAHACHIE 

DISTRICT  OFFICE 

P O BOX 156 

WAXAHACHIE, 

TEXAS 75168 

 

 
PHONE: 

972-937-8891 

 
TOLL FREE: 

800-895-8891 

 

 
FAX: 

877-300-9143 

 

 
EMAIL: 

WAXAHACHIE@ 

CTCUMC.ORG 

 

 
 

JOYS & CONCERNS 


